GAMBETTA TO CLEMENCEAU

distinguished from a conservative Eepublic. The longer this con-
tinued the better the chance of obtaining a Government
which would not be conservative. It was of great importance,
therefore, to keep M. Thiers on the Eepublican side, and, this
was made easier by the action of M. Thiers' own old friends.
So antagonistic was their attitude to the former Minister of
Louis Philippe that, even -when Gambetta supported the
ex-Mayor of Lyons, a fervid Eadical, M. Barodet, against
M. Thiers' eminent friend and coadjutor M. de Remusat, as
representative of Paris, and the former won by 40,000 votes,
Thiers never wavered in his decision to keep away from any
direct connection with the monarchists. They therefore
determined to upset the President, did so by a majority of
26 votes in the Assembly, and elected a President of their own
in the person of Marshal MacMahon. This was on May 24th,
1873.

Eeaction had won at Versailles. It remained to be seen
whether it would win in the country. A " Ministry of Combat "
for reaction, headed by the Due de Broglie, was formed, and a
Ministry of Combat it certainly proved to be. They were
allowed no peace by their opponents, who never ceased to
attack them all round, and they met these persistent assaults
by attempts secretly to cajole and suborn public opinion. So
the great combat went on. The majority remained a majority
and rejected the Eepublic. It was useless. But in his anxiety
to win speedily in conjunction with M. Thiers, Gambetta
himself and his followers practised that very opportunism
which he had previously denounced. A non-democratic
Senate, which had always been opposed by Republicans, was
enacted as an essential part of the Eepublican Constitution,
and on February 25th, 1875, the French Eepublic was firmly
'established as the legal form of government by the very same
majority that, in the ho$e of rendering any such disaster'to
monarchy impossible, had made Marshal MacMahon President
and the Due de feroglie Premier.

But it was a truncated Eepublic that Qambetta had thus
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